
How To Crop A Portrait

Creating consistent images across profiles is necessary for a structured 
and cohesive display. This often requires creating your own crops on 
images. Here is a simple tutorial for creating consistent crops.

When setting your 
crop, try to leave 
space above the head 
and more space 
below the chin.

Create a perfect 
square (1:1 ratio) in 
your design tool. The 
WordPress media 
library also has a 
cropping option.

Done correctly, your 
crop becomes 
suitable for both 
square and circle 
profile orientations.



Upload the square 
image to your CMS.

Note: Rely on the 
design options in 
Newspack elections 
to create a circle crop.

Note: Left to the CMS, standard portraits result in a  
bad crop. It gets worse when a circle is applied.



The Crop Challenge 
of Wide Shots

When sourcing profile images, 
you'll often encounter photos 
that aren't ideally framed.


A wide shot is an image that 
captures the entire subject and 
their surroundings within a 
portrait or landscape frame.


Subjects might be positioned 
off to one side or in other 
unexpected areas of the 
image, which can occur in both 
portrait and landscape 
formats. To ensure a well-
composed result, follow these 
cropping guidelines:

Remember, the ideal 
crop for all profiles is 
a tight crop.

The resulting crop is 
too loose and fails to 
meet our standard.

By zooming in on the image, we establish a 
crop that is consistent with the standard we set. 
The downside: the image became pixelated.

Should images become pixelated, do your best 
to obtain a higher resolution version. With a 
quick search, we found a higher quality image.

In this example, the subject is shot 
from afar, and fully inside of the 
frame. A standard crop will leave too 
much space around the subject with  
unwanted details around them.

While the crop itself won’t look bad, the 
result leaves the subject appearing 
much too small in the frame, with less 
focus in the person.



Judging Images

The source of profile images can vary. You 
might begin with images already in your 
CMS, receive them from a reporter or the 
candidate directly, or obtain them from the 
candidate's campaign website or social 
media. Regardless of their origin, ensure 
the images you intend to use meet the 
following requirements�

� The image is high resolution�
� The image is not tightly cropped�
� The image is not too wide a frame�
� If the image is a wide frame, it should 

be a high resolution image.

Too far, low resolution CMS default was too 
small with a poor crop

Too far; low 
resolution


